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Overview on the CAP payment 
system for Aquatic Warbler 
conservation 
• Eco-scheme  “Management of EC importance natural 

meadows, wetlands and species habitats” – special activity 
dedicated for Aquatic Warbler conservation. Commitment 
for 2 years, payment level 330 eur/ha.

• Special non-productive investment  measure under Strategic 
plan dedicated for restoration of Aquatic Warbler habitats. 
Once the habitat is restored, farmer is obliged to continue 
farming though dedicated eco-scheme.

• All measures are eligible only in pre-defined areas. There is a 
special map integrated in the declaration system which 
indicates where applications of the measure is eligible. 

Habitat type Total eligible area 
in 2025 (ha)

Natural and semi-natural 
meadows 5674,87
Wetlands 1480,81



Commitment: 2 years · 
Payment: €330/ha

Key rules:
• No ploughing, fertilization, 

or pesticide use.
• No new drainage or 

irrigation systems.
• Grazing is restricted
• Keep records of 

mowing/grazing and grass 
removal.

Eco-scheme: Management of natural 
meadows, wetlands, and species habitats 
of EU importance – includes a special 
activity for Aquatic Warbler.



Eco-scheme: Management of natural meadows, wetlands, and 
species habitats of EU importance – includes a special activity for 
Aquatic Warbler.
Commitment: 2 years · Payment: €330/ha

Mowing:
• 2 mowing regimes for alluvial meadows and fen mires with reed 

cover:
• Early mowing starting from 20 June;
• Late mowing starting from 15 August;

• Late mowing areas defined base on AW singing male location 
(during 1st count) . It is done annually by monitoring experts;

• Farmer is informed about late mowing areas by June 15, until then 
he/she does not know how the area will be mowed;

• Leave 20–30% uncut area (up to 2 ha);
• Mowed biomass needs to be removed from the field.;

Few areas - unproductive fen mires with good habitat status – only 
50% of area to be mowed changing mowing plots annually. Mowing 
can start from 1st of August 



Payment structure 

• AW eco-scheme measure 330 eur/ha
• Basic income support payment 78 eur/ha
• Areas with natural or other specific constraints 

payment 20 eur/ha (can be up to 48 eur/ha);
Total: ~428 eur/ha

Additional payments:
• “First hectare payments” €76.30/ha for the first 

10 ha; €82.62/ha for the next 10 ha; €96.63/ha 
for the next 10 ha; €110.05/ha for the following 
batches;

• Young farmer top-up €116.16 per hectare.
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2015 53%
2018 97%
2025 37%

Habitat type 2015 (ha) 2025 (ha)
Natural and semi-
natural meadows 3237 5675
Wetlands 206 1481
Total 3443 7156

Total eligible area (ha) of the measure

Total upake (%) from eligible area



Non productive investments for habitat 
restoration

• Pre-defined eligible area for the measure;
• Applicant needs to provide nature management needs 

descripption authorised by authorities;
• Maximum eligible support 70 000 eur, aid intensity 20%-

100%;
• Restoration must be finished within 24 months
• After restoration, applicant must join special eco-sheme (2 

years obligation) to maintain the habitat



Eligible actions:
• removal and maintenance of woody vegetation 

(including invasive plants);
• removal and maintenance of grass (reeds) including 

invasive plants;
• stump milling works;
• installation of pasture fence(s) in areas where there have 

been no pastures or where pasture structures have 
deteriorated;

• costs of purchasing the electric shepherd(s) and its/their 
components;

• installation of new shallow ponds in turtle habitats in 
meadows and pastures up to 0.1 ha;

• general expenses. The financed part of general expenses 
may not exceed 10 percent of the value of other eligible 
project expenses excluding

Non productive investments for habitat restoration



Challenges 
• Payment too low;

• Competition between agri-env. measures

• For fertile alluvial meadows leaving 20-30% 
areas unmowed is probably too much;

• Administration to define late mowing areas is 
complicated, environmental authorities are not 
fully taken their responsibilities

• Restriction of grazing is problem for farmers;

• Aquatic warbler breeding is not attached to 
singing male (and can be in ‘early mowing’ 
zone);

• The eco-scheme works good if entire area is 
participating (collective approach could be a 
good solution), but if there are intensive farming 
practices – birds escaping early mowing move 
to the eco-scheme plots but can again be 
trapped in ‘early mowing’ zone.



Ideas for improvement
• Allow extensive grazing after late mowing 

(aftermath) starting from August;
• Change payment structure more close to 

result-based principle. E.g. basic eco-scheme 
payment is lower, but get bonus payment for 
the found singing males (together with late 
mowing zone);

• A clear need to revise payment level;
• For habitat restoration measure: possibly 

stricter control needed, longer obligations for 
habitat maintenance;
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