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Core conservation  areas : 
Å The Unterelbe SPA ï DE

Å The Dümmer SPA ï DE

Å The Province of Friesland ï NL

Å The Tagus Estuary ï PT

Å The Senegal River Delta ï SN

Å The Gambia

Flyway-Scale Conservation
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Quelle: Seglervereinigung Hüde

Dümmer SPA
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+/- Permanent

long-term (2-6 Month)

short-term (~ 1 Month)

none (only partial)

Duration of  flooding

Extensive infrastructure

Å > 50 dams

Å 3 electric pumping stations

Å 3 wind-powered pumping stations

Å 20 km of trenches along the edge

Å 80 km of irrigation/drainage ditches

Restoring hydrology
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Elevated water tables with extensive shallow flooded areas
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2,500 hectares 

of public land 

optimized for 

meadow bird 

breeding 
habitat

1,465 wet-

meadow 

breeding  

birds  (bp)

Rewetting

Achieved
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Main Activities

Arthropod

Biodiversity

Optimize

Grazing

Predation 
Management

Research 
and 

Monitoring
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Effective predator management 

program:

Å Very low density of ground predators

Å Sufficient hatching success (58-88%)

Å 90% lay replacement clutches, 

Lapwings raise a second brood

ÅMany thousands of wader chicks 

hatch each year at the Dümmer SPA

Effective predator management
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Melter et al. (2024)

Effective predator management
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a) sticky trap b) malaise trap c) pitfall trap d) emergence trap

Arthropod Biodiversity

Feeding ecology: 
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Current 

harvest & yield

Future 

harvest & yield

Goal
Management 

Deficit ú/ha/a

Meadow-bird premium

more birds, more money

Main. fee 

ú/ha/a

Areas 

without birds

- 478 ú

- 793 ú

- 271 ú

- 113 ú

0 ú/ha/a
150 

ú/ha/a

500 

ú/ha/a

200 

ú/ha/a

+ +

+

New Farming Business Model
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Telemetry and Monitoring

Black-tailed Godwit, n>750
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Black-tailed Godwit

Redshank

Common Snipe

Curlew

Northern Lapwing

Results are here !
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Bienvenu au Sénégal, le « Pays de la Teranga »
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Objectives: 

1. Establish a solid cooperation

2. Support the development of local 

capacities

3. Implement concrete conservation 

measures

Focal area #1: Senegal River Delta

Å Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary

Å Mbawaar wetland

Bienvenu au Sénégal, le « Pays de la Teranga »
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Craft et al. (2025). Journal of Applied Ecology, 62, 119-131.Black-tailed Godwits tagged at the Dümmer SPA 08.11.2025

The Senegal River Delta
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Djoudj National Bird Sanctuary


