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AW habitat restoration projects and agri-environmental-
climate intervention dedicated for AW in Poland
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Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola Facilitating Aquatic Warbler
in Poland and Germany (Acrocephalus paludicola) habitat
management through sustainable
systems of biomass use

AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDING
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Two subsequent LIFE projects (2005-2012 and 2010-2015)



Effects of first LIFE projects

New technology for mowing:

Since the project start now it is
possible to mow large of peatlands
and to collect the biomass













oV o Effects of first Polish LIFE project
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Effect of mowing on productivity in the
endangered Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus
paludicola

JUSTYNA EUBACEA, STEFFEN OPPEL, ANDRZE] DYRCZ, LARS LACHMANN,
1. PEDRO DUARTE BARROS DA COSTA, ULLA KAIL and WANDA ZDUNEE

Summary

The Aquaic Wasbler Acecelals pladicols is  gletally hremencd hubin: speialie hat
breed in apen fens in Central and Eastern E

‘many suirable brecding areas, habirit management i necessary to maintain che open werdands
that Aqute Warblers raquire far nssting. The +Fsctivenses of mowing as hakitar caragemeat
ha sa far ool been assessed by wunting the number of singing males. Toazzzss wheiher mow-
ing aleo afected wital repreduchan parimeters, we analyred Aquaric Warbler productiviry in the
Bickrza Natianal Pask, Paland. cn plote in faur different succzssional stages fies mowing. Our
sty shome it prodvty s owest i e it e afer maving bt erased o he
higheze levelain the secand v differences berwezn arcas at dif.
ferenn stages after mﬂ\urg e e e e deruiry, since we found inle evi.
dence faran effese afm ial o the nuumber of fledglings produced per sacezssful
e Nt sl e hghly sarable bemteon et7s e sarie sty with st g st
initiatian date. The dencity of singing males was pezitively correlaredswich bech the nest denicy
it e of edgings predoced nan s, soggeng thas i sipe dior cl be
uead o rank the quality of Aqauic Warbler habitare, We recammend that in mesatraphic e
e, s a the Bk vallos meming o= habitat manngemen = appliod e fequenly than
avery year

Introduction

The Aquaric Warbler fus paludicola s a glebally, seith awarld
papalaticn sstimared ar 10,500-14,200 singing malss a2 of zoea-zcor (Hadk and Lachmann
2ac4). Ones widespread, it became extinet in Western Eunope during the zath century and
har declined drarmatically in Central Euzcpe, which today bolds all of te popularion (BirdLife
Inemarional 2e12). The majar reaeon for this decline has been lose of breeding hakitar (Aquaric
Warkler Coneervarion Team 1599, Kezulin and Flade 1995, Kozulin et al. 20ay, Flade and
Lachmaon 20a5). The Aguutic Warbler i a habivar specalize brecding in broad lmland rives
walleys, mainky an and slightly mires, with woter depth 1o cm
Mastafite hab i-natural and far many centurice relied salely on waditional, exiensive
agriculeural pracices Keevlin and Hide 155, Flade e Lachmann sce) The magor thrests 1
its breceding habitar used 1o be drainage and intenzification of agricultural use: howeser, taday
the main threat is abandanment of land use and cutraphicatian (Flads and Lachmann 2acé).
Diseanrimaed land uze can lead ta cxpansicn of reeds and thraks, which has been chaerved to be
megatively aseeiared with the number of singing males occupying an aren (Kloskoweki and

Effects of second Polish LIFE project

Mowing effects on Aquatic Warbler productivity

Area productivity

ifledglings/ ha)

Fledgad brood size

301

o
1

=
&
L

=
=
L

mel om2 me3 unm

& first brood
© second brood

mel o omeE me3 unm

Mest density (nests! ha)

Mala densily (birds/ ha)

1.09

081

0.6

0.4+

0.2

0.0-

0.8

0.4

0.0-

m

T
2

T
med

T
unm

m+l

2

med

T
unm

2500

2000

1000

— 1T )

1332

522

1995 i 1997 2003 2005 2007

~—#— dolina Biebrzy

2008 2009

—&—  Bagno tawki

200

xn 201 Rok

Time since mowing ~

Study on effect on mowing on productivity of Aquatic Warbler (J.Kubacka) Population increase after the project









Effects of first LIFE projects

New solutions — economic incentives:

Agri-environment schemes targeted at the
habitat of the Aquatic Warbler and other fen

mire breeding birds are being implemented
since 2009

AES providing the funding needed to maintain
suitable habitat management of fens.




Agro-Environmental Programme 2007-2013, scheme 5

Nr Nazwa pakietu D Nawa wariantu
wariantu
5.1 Protection of birds habitats
Qi Mechowiska
S3. Szuwary wielkoturzycowe
Ochrona zagrozonych 5.4 Laki trzeslicowe i selernicowe
5 gatunkéyv ptakow i siedlisk 35, Murawy cieplolubne
przyrodniczych na obszarach 5.6. Pélnaturalne laki wilgotne
Natura 2000 5:7. Polnaturalne laki swieze
5.8. Bogate gatunkowo murawy blizniczkowe
5.9: Slonorosla

BT T S . R

5.10.

Uzytkl przyrodnicze

I, S0 (3R B! ) R

Scheme 1 payment: 370 zI/ha —.a 330 Eur/ha

Wodniczka
Doptata1200-1370z{

za ha trwalegy/ uzytku zisionego
zamieszkanegh przez tego praka'
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Short communication

Optimal habitat conditions
for the globally threatened
Aquatic Warbler
Acrocephalus paludicola in
eastern Poland and their
implications for fen

management
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International Species Action Plan for
the Aquatic Warbler A crocephalus paludicola
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2014 AEM core Requirements

(Developed by OTOP, approved by MoA)

Protection of Aquatic Warbler breeding habitats (320 eur/ha)

* 1 mowing date:
* Late mowing (since Aug. 15 till Feb. 15) in AW breeding areas;

* Mowing 15 up to 85% of the plot each year

Other requirements

Feature (G UETE] Poland

Biomass removal deadlines October 1% (exceptional 2 weeks after mowing biomass
cases — March 1%t next year})  should be baled and removed

Grazing 1SLU (end 15™ Oct.) 0,5 SLU (since 15th May. till 31t
July,)
1 SLU (since 1st Aug. till 31t
Oct.)
Based on expert recomendations

Fertilization & Drainage Forbidden Forbidden




AES 2015-2020 conclusions

Starting since 2015;

Based on previous experiences of advisors, experts and
farmers;

Well targeted Aquatic Warbler scheme essential to
reccurent management of AW habitats;

Allow sustainability of conservation projects (LIFE);

AES in Poland allow large scale, long term habitat
management;
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Ry —~—_ Monitoring Ptakéw Polski Current AEM setup

Glowny Inspektorat shp of AW plots
Ochrony Srodowiska |

AEM legislation

AEM payments
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Monitoring Wodniczki
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Thank you for your
attention!

Jarostaw Krogulec,

Polish Society for the Protection of Birds
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