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The context

The area of potentially suitable and 
restorable habitat in the occupied 

breeding sites
(excluding western Siberia) is 

currently
estimated at about 3,822 km2

(Tanneberger & Kubacka 2018)

Rest of the world



Climate change
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-2,6°C in average in May

26% - 92% of average rain

Data by Institute of Meteorology and Water Management – National Research Institute



Geopolitics
war in Ukraine impacts conservation of Aquatic Warbler

 problems with administration, staff, planning and
implementation of planned measures

 dangerous and difficult access to protected areas

 problems with travelling, communication and cooperation

 direct and indirect impact of war on ecosystems

 difficult conservation of Aquatic Warbler habitats in
Ukraine

 almost impossible conservation of Belarussian sites and
participation of Belarussian experts in joint initiatives

 changes in conservation projects (e.g.
LIFEMagniDucatusAcrola)

https://www.forbes.com



Law
national and international regulations impact the AW conservation

 Nature Restoration Law - rewetting and restoration of wetlands should
support Aquatic Warbler habitats if properly recognised as a priority sites

 Strategic Plans for Common Agricultural Policy should target Aquatic Warbler
as a priority species

 the Aquatic Warbler is and should be a priority species in protected areas 
where it occurs (such as national parks, Natura 2000 sites)

 Poland is on the eve of establishment of a new national park, which includes
former Aquatic Warbler areas

 In LIFE4AquaticWarbler Lithuania will establish a new Natura 2000 SPA site in
one of the most important Aquatic Warbler sites

 delays and uncertainty in law-making

 lobbys more influential than facts

 lack of political will to focus on the nature conservation

 difficult regulations discourage actions for the benefit of nature

 delays in implementaion of EU regulations and recommendations by Member
States – sometimes birds won’t wait



Protection sites
but without a plan…

 properly designed Site Conservation Plans for Natura 2000 sites or
Conservation Plans for national parks and nature reserves can be the basis of
the area conservation on the landscape level

 e.g. in Poland, being a local law documents, such plans can precise the
available conservation measures and requirements for their use and 
restrictions on activities that may harm nature

 existing, properly prepared plans are an effective tool for the protection of the 
Aquatic Warbler

 many of the most important protected areas where Aquatic Warbler occurs
(such as Biebrzański National Park and Ostoja Biebrzańska SPA) do not have
Conservation Plans

 the main reason is a conflict between nature conservation needs and
expectations of local communities regarding the possibility of using their land
(the areas are largely privately owned)

Draft regulation of the Minister of Climate and Environment on 

the establishment of a protection plan for the Biebrza National 

Park (consulted in 2023 and still not established)



Just business
changes in the market affect the possibilities of site protection

 the profitability of nature conservation for the owners of protected areas should be 
one of the factors taken into account when planning

 this is one of the reasons for issues with managing biomass at some areas and
managing land at others

 the comparison of subsidies and compensations related to environmental protection 
and the possible profit from more intensive production should encourage the 
protection of the most valuable areas

 the agri-environmental-climate scheme for Aquatic Warbler was at the beginning a
preferred way of using the formerly abandoned AW habitats, contributing in its
recovery

 nowadays in some regions (NE Poland) it became less attractive due to the
development of dairy farms, increased demand for hay and an increase in its prices.
The agri-environmental payments become unprofitable

 in other regions, payment is still an incentive for extensive land use, but there is no 
coordinated way to manage biomass



Water does not come only from the skies
the situation in the catchment area affects the AW wetland habitats

 example from Biebrza Valley

 the habitat of the Aquatic Warbler in the wetlands in Biebrza Valley should be supplied by river 
water, surface and groundwater from the surroundings of the river valley thus feeding the
riverbed and additionally by meltwater and rainfall in the mire

 increasing number of cattle in developing dairy farms around the valley consume more water than
the catchment can deliver, contributing to drought in the Aquatic Warbler habitats

 theoretically, the amount of water taken by one farm is restricted, but there’s no control system

 in some areas the consumption of water or water management around the Aquatic Warbler
habitat determines the possibility of rewetting or maintaining the proper water level

 it is urgently needed to manage not only the particular wetland habitats, but widen the scope,
at the best to the whole catchment

 example from Krajnik (Western Pomerania)

 the former Aquatic Warbler habitat is connected by the network of meliorations with the large
canal, from which the water is pumped to Odra river. The aim of pumping is to dry the arable land
up the canal, as a side effect Krajnik area suffers drought

 in LIFE4AquaticWarbler it is planned to dam the most important ditches drying the area and make it
less dependent from the situation in the canal

Lower Biebrza Basin and Narew valley – GeoPortal.gov.pl



And when the water flows in…
---it brings all it has

 water supplying wetlands, including Aquatic Warbler habitats, often carries pollutants such as 
organic matter, mineral fertilizers, and in extreme cases heavy metal salts.

 these can be deposited in Aquatic Warbler habitats due to the very slow water flow

 this results in increased trophy and changes in vegetation, which can lead to habitat loss for the 
species (e.g., reed expansion).

 the problem may occure both in case of natural water inflow to the area and (even more) when
the water is artificially pumped

 artificial irrigation can also create conditions suitable for reeds and other undesirable plant species 
if it induces a favorable annual hydrological cycle (e.g. a constantly, shallowly irrigated area can 
become, in a sense, a fertile lake)



A house with a view…
…at the Aquatic Warbler

 case from Lithuania

 the former Aquatic Warbler habitat, which is possible to restore and there would be a 
chance for it to be reoccupied by birds

 unfortunatelly it’s possible that the surroundings will be covered by a large real estate
project. No one knows what will be the impact of the investment on the habitat and if
its restoration will make any sense (photo from the developer’s site)

 case from Poland

 an opitimistic news came in 2025 breeding season - a new Aquatic Warbler site was
found within the borders of Białystok city, at the fen mire in the valley of small river
Supraśl

 3 singing males were found, signign with a view on the city suburbs as well as the
housing estate (photo of the area by Oliwer Myka).



 conservation of the species happens not only where it is
present

 it’s important to recongnise the root causes of problems and
try to target them – directly or indirectly

 together we have a greater chance of effective protection of 
Aquatic Warbler



LIFE23-NAT-LT-LIFE4AquaticWarblerPhotos by: Krzysztof Stasiak, Łukasz Mucha
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