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Aquatic Warbler

umbrella species for wetlands

N

>
'I[ Conservation of birds ]

[ Conservation of habitats

Optimal habitats

[ Suboptimal habitats

Unsuitable habitats
(but formerly occupied)

€ a nwhat can we do ] Common approach,
there ? different details




Aquatic Warbler

umbrella species for wetlands
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Optimal habitats

mesotrophic or slightly eutrophgedge fens with low o
mediumsized partly tuft-forming sedges

eutrophic floodplaimeadows with tussoeforming,
mediumsized and large sedgékanneberge&
Kubacka 2018)

waterlevel1-10 cmoverthe groundor at leastwater
appearingon thegroundwhenpressed

In stronglyeuthrophichabitat the species imore or
less dependenbn human management to maintain
open habitat, while in poorer areas water table
variation may be sufficient to maintain suitability
(BirdLifelnternational 2022)

usuallythe highestdensitiesof AW, the mosstable
populationsandoften highnumbers



Suboptimal habitats

formerlyoptimal habitats butovergrowingwith
clumpsof shrubsor low densityof reed

loweringwaterlevel
calcareous fens wit@ladiummariscus

wet meadows and pastures wilhalaris arundinacea |
or Alopecurus pratensipartly with sedges

brackish meadows armuhstures with lowPhragmites
australis

usuallylowerdensityof AW,quite stable butmore
vulnerablepopulations at smallisites¢ ephemeral
occurrenceof birdsdependingon the habitajualityin
the particularseason




Unsuitable habitats
(but formerly occupied)

lackof water ¢ climatechange anthropopression
meliorations regulationof rivers

intensificationof use¢ meadowsmnowedseveral
timesayear

abandonmentand ©r) overgrowingwith reedor
shrubs

intensivereedfarming

lackof fundsfor proper management
legalproblemsand conflicts
otherissues

comnonresult badqualityor dissapearingf AW
habitatsand thebirds insomecasesrreversibly
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Common approach,
different details

extensiveuse (mowing, grazing)

biomassnmanagement

habitat restorationc initial measures

hydrologicalmanagement

protectivearease.g.Natura 2000

paymentsand subsidies

changing law

otherX
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Selected areas

Conservation of
Aquatic
Warbler habitat

Cooperation

Proper
technologies
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v good quality optimal habitats are to be kept in such Selected areas

quality

v conservationof the shouldat least
lead to keepingthem in a non-deteriorated condition
and if possible,to improve their condition towards
optimalhabitats

v unsuitablehabitatson historicaland projected stepping
stone sitesshouldbe restoredtoward optimal state and
maintainedn it

WE HAVE TO KNOW WHAT IS NECESSARY ATl TH

v projects like LIFEAquaticWarbler aim to  restore W, Y
historicalsitesandpreparetoolsfor further conservation »

v butit often generatecosts regiurestime andwork

v sometimedt is possibleto restorehabitatsusinglow cost
easymeasuresand achievegoodresults(eg proposalfor
Wizna Marsh included in Natura 2000 Site Protection
Plan), but it needs consesusof many people (e.g.
farmers.
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u  manyissuestatime

u  effective methods tailored to the needs of a given
location

adequateto the site conditions

needs

u  costefficient
u  possibleo implementnowandin future

u  technologie®of useof biomasgrom AW habitats

lots of knowledgeandexperienceslreadygained
manysolutionscanbe foundandimplemented

often we need to fit the method to our reality (e.0.
biomasgrocessiny

challenges

exchangingnowledgeandideasis the key

u  covering large areas often requires the consent of
multiple ownersandsecuringargefunds

u compromise between nature conservation and
agriculture¢ growingtrend of dintensiveextensiveuset

risks

v small steps require lots of work and money (e.g.
hydrologicameasure}

u  we needto securefuture conservatiorof the area

Proper
technologies




safeandprecise but expensiveandunefficient

Proper
technologies

cheap largescale effective but dangerousandlargenegativeimpact quality OK,nothingto do- R 2 ya€) justobserve

compassgraph - Mirlont56675



u  availableandservicable
u  safefor the environment

u  effective

needs

u  suitablefor the needs

somesolutionsexistandjustneedto beimplemented
somesolutionswait to beinvented

oftenthe compromisdsnecessary

costslimit ambitions

exchangef experienceandcreativityisthe key

u  economycankillmanyideas..

u  expectively good idea can be harmful to the
environment

risks

u  unexpectecchange®f law,economyandpriorities
u  sometimesndlesdlexibilitywouldbe great

u  projectdurabilityperiodisaverylongtimeX

-Got 2 newsgoodandbad
Givethe badX -
1tR 2 S avghio G

OK givethe goodone -
2 S Qghst!




c: C:

c.CcC.C:C:C:

bestfor the habitatconditions

R 2 S affe@thie microstructureand
hydrologyof wetlandhabitat
traditionalusein manyareas
smallareasor averylongtime
skilledpeoplenecessary
expensivdésalarie$
almostimpossiblan alargescale

compromiseor the habitat
little impact on the structure of the habitat
(exceptroady

quite fastg largeareascanbe covered
expensivespecifiaonachinesand
maintanancebutlow numberof staff

W

devastatingo the wetlandhabitat
usuallyhighimpacton thestructure
(destruction of tussocks, dedpnglasting
ruts)

veryfast andeffective(largeareacoveredin a
veryshorttime)
expensivebutcommonlyavailableequipment




v exchangeof knowledgeand ideas between scinence
conservationists monitoring, lawmakers authorities
farmersandsociety

common awarenessof the need to protect nature,
includingthe AquaticWarbler

needs

u it isessentiako validatethe undertakenactionsboth in
termsof ecologicakffectandsocialeffect

largeandverydiversifiedgroupto be managed
differentlanguages
whichhaveto be considered

differentprimaryaimsof eachgroup

1 not everyonewantsto getinvolved
v someongunjintentionallyexcluded

v misunderstandings

risks

u  proposed solutions can be unacceptablefor some
stakeholders

Cooperation

Compromisé “kOm.prp.maca/ - astate of affairghat does not suit all parties equally.




EuropearCommission

Cooperation

ministriesof agriculture

ministriesof anvironment

authoritiesandgovagencies

localgovernments

Aquatic Warbler MoU Meeting in Minsk

farmers (2003)
Photo: Lyle Glowka

birdwatchers

nationalparks

scientists

people




v stable long term financing of habitat restoration and
management

v adequatetargetedfinancingfor initial measures

needs

v coveredcostsof planning consultationsadviceandanalysis

v easyavailabldinancingof scientificresearchandmonitoring

financing of habitat managementin EU often connectedwith
short or mid-term policies(CAPNRL)

outsideEUavailabilityand stabilityof fundingis difficult

voluntaryfinancing(AEMS$ of conservatiormeasurescanbe not
economicallycompetitive with ordinary managementc farmers

R 2 yivenito participate

lackingfundsfor scienceresearchandmonitoring

challenges

v evenif fundingis provided it canbeinsufficient

u  budgetcuttingsfor scienceandmonitoring

risks

u longanddifficult proces=ot applyingfor fundsfor restoration
(often without succesps

u  lackof financialmotivationfor grassrootsctivitiesfor nature




We successfullyachieved LIFEAquaticWarblerproject
fundingfrom LIFEEUfund.

XbutX for someof its partsit was X
XandXEUtendsto resignfrom LIFEund at allX

XbutX we had no problem to achieve the national
cofinancindn Poland!

XandX it is possibleto cover AW habitat restorationin 5
countries includingUkraine

In Polandand Lithuaniathere is an agrienvironmental
schemededicatedfor AquaticWarblet But the amount
of money per hectare is often too low to motivate
farmers

More! Eg. in Polandthere is an Ecoschemdo promote
water retentionl But with paymentapprox58 EUR/hX
Its more or less2 ballotsof hey

Thebudgetof the AW monitoringin Polandis
, despite increasingnumber of
monitoredsites

2 S OhdfEpyto havethe state monitoringat all (irony)

Sometimesit is possibleto get a researchgrant for
Aquaticwarblet

COFFEE

AT NOON

Mood level
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Financed in a frame of the
Project 101148281 — LIFE23-NAT-LT-LIFE4Aquatic\Warbler



u  stableregulationdocusedon nature
u  climatecrisisandbiodiversitycrisistogether

u  nature conservation regulations consistent with
agriculturalpolicies(CAPstrategicplang

needs

u  natureconservatiorasa priority in protectedareas

u  good quality up-to-date protection plansfor protected
areas(NationalParksNatura2000siteg

u  differentpoliticalapproaches

u  complicated (sometimes very complicated and
inconsistentlaw

u  verylongtime from the initiative to the regulation

challenges

u  political compromises lobbyists and other factors
affectingthe finalregulations

u  lackof legalacts
u  lackof implementingregulationsevenif the mainactexists

A Gvérpdifficult to obtain regulationsthat actually protect
nature

risks

u  if the governmentchangesmostthingsare stoppedand/or
reconsidered




regulationof the Minister ofAgricultureandRur
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§12. 1. W prypadku wariantéw interwencjl wymienione w § 3 pki 1 platmoéé rolno-Srodowiskowo-Klimatyczna jest
prayzmawana do:
1y trwalych uéytkiw ziclonyeh, na kidrych wysigpu:
a) sicdliska przyrodnicze, kabrych typy s wymisnions w st | pht 1 zalyeznika nr 4 do rozporzadzsaia — w pray-
Padku warianiéw wymicnionych w § 3 pkt | it a-g lub
b sicdiiska legowe plakiw 7 gatunkéw wymicaionych w ust. | pit 2 zalacanika i 4 do rozporzadzcnia — w pray-
Padku warianiow wymicnionych w § 3 pit 11t h-k
— jesel sy polozone na specjalnym obszarze ochrony siedlisk w roumieniu art 5 pkt 19 ustawy 2 dnia 16 kwietnia
2004 1.0 ochronie przyrody, zwanym dalej ,specjalaym obszarem ochrony siedlisk”, lub na obszacze specjaing)
brony pakim w rozumicniu art. S pkt 3 k] ustawy, zwanym dalej , obszarem specjalne] ochrony plakiw”, lub na
ym znaczeni dia Wspdlnoty w rozumicniu art. 5 pkt 26 tc] ustawy, zwanym dalej ,obszarem majgeym
smaczenic dia Wapdinoty™

2 praypadiu 3pkt 10t b, [gmhh—k;mll;npﬂhzn
e na specjalnym obszarze ochrany siedlisk 1ub na obszarze specjalne] ochrony plakéw, lub na obszarze m
anaczenic dia Wepdlaty.

2. Jezeli w planie ochrany

dnego obszars Nawra

bigtezo
risowokinayeanym . ach vt iniryenci wpmieions w§ 3 pkt 1, zobowigzanie rolno-Srodowiskawo-
=

obict platnodeiami roln-srodowiskowo-Kimatycrmym

3. W preypodku edy zasice wysicpowania dubelta ub wodniezki, kiory wymika 2 warsow cyfiowych opracowanych
o pokrywa

sig 2 obszarem specjalne] ochrony piakéw, dls ktdrego w planie ochrony albo planic zadsf ochronny<h ustsnowionych dls

§3pkt Ll dubelt lub wod-
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4. Jeseli dla danego obszaru Natura 2000 zostaly ustanowione plan ochrony albo plan zadan oehronnyeh, platnosé rol-
i

Ipket jezeli szezeg-
mi tychpl
hie pierwsze platnoss =
tyeanego.
5. Wanunek, o ki st 4, wemaje sic 72 spelni
he w creécl 1 zalgernik o
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i regianainy dyrekor Kiory nad tymi obszarami, pisemne) na
w metodiyee, o kidre) §Sust 1 pht3,

212 definingwhere the AW package
canbeimplemented(2023

(they shouldhaveplacedit under22X)

Changesand corrections in
212 simplifyingits use(2024)
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act, onlyamendingregulations




needs

we needto knowif our workbringsactualeffect?

positive effect should be enhancedand communicatedas
goodpractices

negativeeffectsshouldbe avoided discussedind corrective
actionsshouldbe undertaken

shouldbe discussedn two ways
we investwork, ideasand moneyandnothinghappensat all

nothinghappensat the areaof our conservatiorefforts, but
everywhereelseA Ugé€ltingworse Sowe succeededit least

in preventingthis!

properlytailoredmonitoringis necessaryincludinga set
of indicatorsto assess$he effectivenes®f activities

scientific researchshould be conductedin every case
whenthe monitoringis not available

risks

costs
scientistsandspecialists
long-term monitoringschemes

the results should be widely discussedto properly
concludethe actualeffect

Monitoring of the effects



g S GsilBN the wayto the bestmeasuredor AquaticWarbler
conservation

we haveto cooperateandshareexperiences

not every idea will be suficient everywherebut A (ivih
trying
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