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Aquatic Warbler
umbrella species for wetlands

Optimal habitats Suboptimal habitats
Unsuitable habitats

(but formerly occupied)



u mesotrophic or slightly eutrophicsedge fens with low or 
medium-sized,partly tuft-forming sedges

u eutrophic floodplainmeadows with tussock-forming, 
medium-sized and large sedges(Tanneberger& 
Kubacka 2018)

u water level1-10 cm overthe groundor at leastwater
appearingon the groundwhenpressed

u In strongly euthrophic habitat the species is more or 
less dependent on human management to maintain 
open habitat, while in poorer areas water table 
variation may be sufficient to maintain suitability
(BirdLifeInternational 2022)

u usuallythe highestdensitiesof AW, the most stable
populationsand oftenhigh numbers

Optimal habitats



u formerlyoptimalhabitats, but overgrowingwith 
clumpsof shrubsor low densityof reed

u loweringwater level

u calcareous fens withCladium mariscus

u wet meadows and pastures with Phalaris arundinacea 
or Alopecurus pratensis, partly with sedges

u brackish meadows andpastures with low Phragmites 
australis

u usuallylowerdensityof AW, quitestable, but more
vulnerablepopulations, at small sitesςephemeral
occurrenceof birdsdependingon the habitat qualityin 
the particularseason

Suboptimal habitats



u lackof waterςclimatechange, anthropopression

u meliorations, regulationof rivers

u intensification of useςmeadowsmowedseveral
timesa year

u abandonmentand (or) overgrowingwith reedor
shrubs

u intensivereedfarming

u lackof fundsfor propermanagement

u legal problemsand conflicts

u other issues

u common result: badqualityor dissapearingof AW 
habitatsand the birds, in somecasesirreversibly

Unsuitable habitats
(but formerly occupied)



Conservation 
measures and tools

Common approach, 
different details

extensive use (mowing, grazing)

biomass management

habitat restoration ς initial measures

hydrological management

protective areas e.g. Natura 2000

payments and subsidies

changing law

otherΧ
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Selected areas



u good quality optimal habitats are to be kept in such
quality

u conservationof the suboptimalhabitatsshouldat least
lead to keeping them in a non-deteriorated condition
and if possible, to improve their condition towards 
optimal habitats

u unsuitablehabitatson historicaland projectedstepping
stonesitesshouldbe restoredtoward optimal state and
maintainedin it

WE HAVE TO KNOW WHAT IS NECESSARY AT THE SITE 

u projects like LIFE4AquaticWarbler aim to restore
historicalsitesandpreparetoolsfor further conservation

u but it often generatescosts, reqiurestimeandwork

u sometimesit ispossibleto restorehabitatsusinglow cost,
easymeasuresandachievegoodresults(eg. proposalfor
Wizna Marsh included in Natura 2000 Site Protection
Plan), but it needs consesusof many people (e.g.
farmers).

Selected areas



u lotsof knowledgeandexperiencesalreadygained

u manysolutionscanbefoundandimplemented

u often we need to fit the method to our reality (e.g.
biomassprocessing)

u exchangingknowledgeandideasisthe key

u covering large areas often requires the consent of 
multiple ownersandsecuringlargefunds

u compromise between nature conservation and 
agricultureςgrowingtrend ofαintensiveextensiveuseέ

u small steps require lots of work and money (e.g.
hydrologicalmeasures)

u weneedto securefutureconservationof the area

u manyissuesat a time

u effective methods tailored to the needs of a given 
location

u adequateto the siteconditions

u costefficient

u possibleto implementnowandin future

u technologiesof useof biomassfrom AWhabitats
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Proper

technologies

safeandprecise, but expensiveandunefficient

compassgraph - Mirlont56675

effectiveandlargescale, but expensiveandequipmentneeded

cheap, largescale, effective, but dangerousandlargenegativeimpact quality OK,nothingto do -ŘƻƴΩǘact, justobserve
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Equipment

u somesolutionsexistandjustneedto beimplemented

u somesolutionswait to beinvented

u often the compromiseisnecessary

u costslimit ambitions

u exchangeof experiencesandcreativityisthe key

u economycankill manyideas...

u expectively good idea can be harmful to the
environment

u unexpectedchangesof law,economyandpriorities

u sometimesendlessflexibilitywouldbegreat

u projectdurabilityperiodisaverylongtimeΧ

u availableandservicable

u safefor the environment

u effective

u suitablefor the needs
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-Got 2 news, goodand bad
Givethe badΧ -

-It ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘwork.
OK, givethe goodone -

-²ŜΩǾŜgot it!



ü devastatingto the wetlandhabitat
ü usuallyhigh impacton the structure

(destruction of tussocks, deep, longlasting 
ruts)

ü veryfast and effective(largeareacoveredin a 
veryshort time)

ü expensive, but commonlyavailable equipment

ü compromisefor the habitat 
ü little impact on the structure of the habitat

(exceptroads)
ü quite fastςlargeareascanbe covered
ü expensive, specificmachinesand 

maintanance, but low numberof staff

ü bestfor the habitat conditions
ü ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘaffectthe microstructureand 

hydrologyof wetlandhabitat
ü traditionalusein manyareas
ü small areasor a verylongtime
ü skilledpeoplenecessary
ü expensive(salaries)
ü almostimpossiblein a largescale



Cooperation

u largeandverydiversifiedgroupto bemanaged

u different languages

u differentpointsof viewwhichhaveto beconsidered

u differentprimaryaimsof eachgroup

u not everyonewantsto getinvolved

u someone(un)intentionallyexcluded

u misunderstandings

u proposed solutions can be unacceptable for some
stakeholders

u exchangeof knowledgeand ideas between scinence,
conservationists, monitoring, lawmakers authorities,
farmersandsociety

u common awareness of the need to protect nature, 
including the Aquatic Warbler

u it is essentialto validatethe undertakenactionsboth in
termsof ecologicaleffectandsocialeffect
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Compromise/ k̈͂ὅm.prᴅ.maὤz/  - a state of affairs that does not suit all parties equally.



EuropeanCommission

ministriesof agriculture

ministriesof anvironment

authoritiesand govagencies

localgovernments

NGO

farmers

birdwatchers

nationalparks

scientists

people

Cooperation



Financing

u financingof habitat managementin EU often connectedwith
short- or mid-term policies(CAP,NRL)

u outsideEUavailabilityandstabilityof fundingisdifficult

u voluntary financing(AEMs) of conservation measures can be not 
economicallycompetitive with ordinary managementςfarmers
ŘƻƴΩǘwant to participate

u lackingfundsfor science, researchandmonitoring

u evenif fundingisprovided, it canbeinsufficient

u budgetcuttingsfor scienceandmonitoring

u longanddifficult processof applyingfor fundsfor restoration
(oftenwithout success)

u lack of financial motivation for grassroots activities for nature

u stable, long term financing of habitat restoration and
management

u adequatetargetedfinancingfor initial measures

u coveredcostsof planning, consultations, advice and analysis

u easyavailablefinancingof scientificresearchandmonitoring

n
e

e
d
s

ch
a
lle

n
g
e
s

ri
sk

s



Financing

u We successfullyachievedLIFE4AquaticWarblerproject
fundingfrom LIFEEUfund.

u ΧbutΧfor someof its partsit wasthe 4th tryΧ

u ΧandΧEUtendsto resignfrom LIFEfundat allΧ

u ΧbutΧ we had no problem to achieve the national
cofinancingin Poland!

u ΧandΧit is possibleto coverAWhabitat restorationin 5
countries, includingUkraine!

u In Polandand Lithuaniathere is an agri-environmental
schemededicatedfor AquaticWarbler! But the amount
of money per hectare is often too low to motivate
farmers.

u More! E.g. in Polandthere is an Ecoschemeto promote
water retention! But with paymentapprox58 EUR/haΧ
Itsmoreor less2 ballotsof hey

u Thebudgetof the AWmonitoringin Polandisalmostthe
same in last 10 years, despite increasingnumber of
monitoredsites.

u ²ŜΩǊŜhappyto havethe statemonitoringat all (irony)

u Sometimesit is possible to get a researchgrant for
Aquaticwarbler!

Mood level

COFFEE 

AT NOON



Law

u differentpoliticalapproaches

u complicated (sometimes very complicated and
inconsistent) law

u verylongtime from the initiativeto the regulation

u political compromises, lobbyists and other factors
affectingthe final regulations

u lackof legalacts

u lackof implementingregulationsevenif the mainactexists

u ƛǘΩǎvery difficult to obtain regulations that actually protect 
nature

u if the governmentchanges, most thingsare stoppedand/or
reconsidered

u stableregulationsfocusedon nature

u climatecrisisandbiodiversitycrisistogether

u nature conservation regulations consistent with
agriculturalpolicies(CAP,strategicplans)

u natureconservationasapriority in protectedareas

u goodquality, up-to-date protection plansfor protected
areas(NationalParks, Natura2000sites)
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Law

regulationof the Minister of Agricultureand RuralDevelopment on howto applyfor AW agri-environmentalschemeand otherAES

Ϡ12 defining where the AW package 
can be implemented(2023)
(they shouldhaveplacedit under22Χ)

Changesand corrections in
Ϡ12simplifyingits use(2024)

Changesand correctionsin Ϡ12
more simplifying its use and
erasingsomeissues(2025)

Waitingfor 2026. Stillthere isno uniform
act, onlyamendingregulations



u properly tailored monitoring is necessary, including a set 
of indicators to assess the effectiveness of activities

u scientific researchshould be conductedin every case
whenthe monitoringisnot available

u costs

u scientistsandspecialists

u long-term monitoringschemes

u the results should be widely discussedto properly
concludethe actualeffect

u weneedto knowif ourworkbringsactualeffect?

u positive effect should be enhancedand communicatedas
goodpractices

u negativeeffectsshouldbe avoided, discussedandcorrective
actionsshouldbeundertaken

u noeffectshouldbediscussedin two ways:

- we investwork, ideasandmoneyandnothinghappensat all

- nothinghappensat the areaof our conservationefforts, but
everywhereelseƛǘΩǎgettingworse. Sowe succeededat least
in preventingthis!
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Monitoring of the effects



u ǿŜΩǊŜ still on the way to the best measures for Aquatic Warbler 
conservation 

u we have to cooperate and share experiences

u not every idea will be sufficient everywhere but ƛǘΩǎ worth 
trying
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whenyoubeginanotherdayof AW conservation
and youthinkƛǘΩǎbeautiful
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