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Project objectives

ÅReduce fragmentation of Aquatic Warbler breeding habitats in the 
north-eastern breeding range;
ÅDevelop and apply new conservation methods (translocation) to 

restore favourable conservation status of the Aquatic Warbler 
population in EU;
ÅÉĲƣШƨƓШŰĲĦĲƚƚċƖǃШƓƖĲĦŸŰĬŔƣŔŸŰƚШƣŸШƖĲƚƣŸƖĲШEƨƖŸƓĲќƚШůċŢŸƖШ ƕƨċƣŔĦШ

Warbler meta-population breeding habitat in Belarus (Zvanetsfen 
mire);
ÅEnsure long-term socio-economic preconditions to maintain an 

Aquatic Warbler breeding habitat in Nemunas river delta by  
establishing self-sustaining farming mechanisms (compensatory 
measures and biomass use).



App. 26 000 ha targeted 
by conservation 
measures:

ÅHabitat restoration by vegetation 
management

ÅHydrology management measures;

ÅPiloting restoration by vegetation 
seeding;

ÅPiloting conservation translocation;

ÅLate-cut biomass processing;

ÅConceptualizing stepping-stone 
habitat network design;

ÅEngaging local stakeholders and 
public.

Start 2016 July, finish 2026.



Major achievements
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Aquatic Warbler popullation dynamics in Lithuania (singing males full counts) 

LIFE MagniDucatusAcrolaLIFE BalticAquaticWarbler



Habitat restoration by 
vegetation management 
measures in Lithuania
ÅNearly 400 ha of degraded habitat was 
restored
Å320 ha targeted by project intervention
Åapp. 100 ha was restored by farmers 

applying for special CAP support

ÅActions involved:
ÅRemoval of bushes;
ÅMowing and shredding of reeds;
ÅInitial mowing of redundant biomass

Apvardai

þƨƻŔŰƣċƚ Apvardai



LT01 TYRAI: habitat after several years of restoration by mowing/shredding bushes, reed and redundant biomass



LT02 APVARDAI т habitat restored by CAP measures LT03 ZUVINTAS т mowing of reeds



Habitat restoration by vegetation 
management measures in 
Belarus
More than 4 600 ha of degrated habitat was fully 
or partially restored

Actions involved:
-   Removal of bushes;
- Mowing and shredding of reeds;
- Initial mowing of redundant biomass
- Prescribed burning 

Reed removal in Servich
Mowing in Zvanets



BY07 т ZVANETS: prescribed habitat burning became good sollution for large scale (cheap) restoration sollution 



Å Piloting habitat restoration by 
sedge seeding method was 
challenging:  absence of seeds 
for several seasons, rapid 
restoration was succesful only 
where accurate water 
management was achieved;

Å The areas without speading 
sedge sees were covered by 
Typha, but the sedge coverage 
is returning (needs more time);

Å Overall т restoration by sedge 
seeding works if seeds are 
available and water regime is 
appropriate (these 
preconditions are difficult to 
meet);

Patland rehabilitation by seeding sedge grass in BY05 Dokudovskoe 

Reed mowing ans soil prepared for seeding Seeding sedge grass

Raising water lever Results



Water level management to ensure optimal breeding conditions for Aquatic Warbler

fŰƚƣċũũĲĬШƚũƨŔĦĲШŔŰШËǃƜċШƓŸũĬĲƖа
Å Optimal sollution for farmers 

and biodiversity;
Å Updated water level 

management regulations;
Å BEF regularly puts efforts in 

fine-tunining optimal water 
levels.



Succesfully installed and operating water 
management infrastructure in Zvanets is among 
the most important project achievements, 
currently plays a key role to secure favorable 
breeding conditions for one of most numerous 
Aquatic Warbler population. 



Wooden sluice in Zuvintas  
Biosphere Reserve 
(Lithuania)

Sluice  in Servech 
fen mire (Belarus)


