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Theonly endemicbreedingbird specief central Europe

globallythreatendo 0 @ dzf yaschiHiratd tSeWUCN
RedList ofthreatenedspecies

the mostthreatenedpasserinespecief continental
Europe

representativeof endangeredeuropearfen miresand
embassadonf natural climate protection

declinedby >95 % irthe 20th century

rangecontractionby >90 %gextinctin W-Siberiasince
2001, inHungarysince2011 and irPomeranignatural
population) since2024

Most likely approachinga bottleneckin the comingyears
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Historicalrange
of the
AguaticWarbler
In
TheNetherlands

Germany and
Poland

(Map:
J. Bellebaum)
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Aqguatic Warbler population declinein the 20th Century

JOUI;NAL total population modelledfrom ringingdata, from Briedis& Keiss 2015
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average global estimates of Aquatic Warbler
population (singing males)
2007-2024

| _ Hungary
thijILéinla 0 pgmfarania

Belarus
3.916

Eastern Poland
3.493

Ukraine
3.393



Cause®f decline
A Highflood

A Droughtand uncontrolledburning

A Causesf suddencomplete

disappearanceinknown

Aquatic Warbler: population in Hungary 1971-2025
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Cause®of decline

PomeranigMartin Flade & OTOP)

A Abandonmentf agriculturaluse

A successionovergrowthwith reed

Pomerania L
A eutrophication
A unsuitablehabitat management
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EPolandKrzysztof Stasiak)

number of singing males
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Cause®f recentdecline
A Extendeddroughts
A uncontrolledfires

A low insectabundanceafter
firesandlate severefrost

A overgrowingwith reedsand
shrubs

To

too earlymowing

A biomasdeft on site
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BelarugAlexander Kozulin)

Cause®f recentdecline

A overgrowingwith reedand shrubs

A droughtsanduncontrolledfires

7000
A excesswvater (Servech)
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Servech, Belarus, late May 2019

Photo Klaus Nigge



Ukraine(Anatolii Poluda)

number of singing males
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Cause®f recentdecline

A cessation of mowingnd
accelerged eutrophication both
supportingthe overgrowingby
shrubs and reeds

no active habitat management

To o

pollution of river water

A droughtsanduncontrolledfires
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LithuaniaZymantas Morkvenas)

Aquatic warbler singing males full count in Lithuania

2025
400 o
350
g 310 316
©
F 300
<)
c 247 240
o 290 1 243 2
=
7))

200420052006200820092011201220132014201520162017201820192020202120222023 2024 2025

Year

A Main breeding site remains Alke

polder;

New AWoccurrenceat newly
restored sites by
MagniDucatusAcolalyrai);

In Zuvintas habitat degradation
overgrowth by reedsmostly

due to too extensive
requirements under AW agri
env. measure. The aggnv.
measures requirements are nov
modified, should help to
Improve the situation;
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Soring 2025 big drought and habitat destruction by uncontrolled fires
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global population (rough estimate)
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GeolocatorStudies

2011/2012:Central Ukraine (Supii) and West BelaiDzikog
2018/2019:Lithuania (TyralAlkapolder) and North Belarus (Servech)




Migration andwintering of the AquaticWarbler

Mean annual cycle of adult male Aquatic Warblers (n=19)

Date: Jul-16

81 days breeding season (4th 49 days autumn migration
May to 23rd July) (24th July to 11th Sept.)

. 5 days short stopover (France)
‘ / 16 days long stopover (Spain)
6 days short stopover
, (Morocco, Mauritania)

5 days short stopover
(E-Spain, SE-France,

Italy, central Europe) \
28 days long stopover

(Morocco, N-Algeria,
S-Spain)

51 days sprin
(15th March to 3th May)

184 days complete moult &
wintering (Mali)
(12th Sept. to 14th March)




Important

spring
migration
stopovers

Westsahara)

Mali

Biider © 2021 NASA TerraMetrica Kartendaten © 2021 Inst. Geoar. Nacicnal
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Reservoir AMassira March 2024



